
Your CuSToMS SpeCialiST  
in The neTherlandS

importing your goods into europe via the netherlands and  

then transporting them across the european union (eu)  

require compliance with national laws on value added tax 

(VaT). Trying to go it alone without the help of experts  

can be tricky. The eu VaT system is complex and subject to 

change, so keeping up with the latest regulations can be  

a headache. it can also bring with it significant cash-flow  

disadvantages. But proceed logistics (100% subsidiary of 

Broekman logistics) offers you a better way: by acting as  

your fiscal representative, we can help you find  

considerable cost-saving opportunities and help you  

ensure you’re fully compliant with tax regulations. 

Helping you eliminate tHe bureaucracy

Companies based outside the EU but wanting to do business in EU 

Member States can face a lot of uncertainties: What are the  

procedures for registering as a business exporting to a Member 

State? Can a VAT zero rate be applied to cross-border supplies  

between EU Member States? Is a bank guarantee required by the 

tax authorities? These and many other questions can make handling 

VAT a burdensome task. And if you don’t get it right, the penalties 

can be heavy. But there is a solution: make Proceed Logistics your 

Dutch fiscal representative, and you can:

 Improve cash flow significantly by participating in  

 VAT-deferral schemes 

 Increase efficiency by simplifying your administrative  

 obligations across the EU

 Avoid penalties imposed by the tax authorities by  

 being fully compliant

 Remove language barriers by letting us secure the  

 specialist services of local staff

 Concentrate on your core business by relying on our expertise 

taking tHe HeadacHes out of Vat

Dutch tax law requires you to pay import duties and VAT as soon  

as your goods enter the Netherlands if you do not have fiscal  

representation. The standard VAT rate is 21%, so you may end up 

paying a substantial amount before claiming back the tax on your 

periodic tax return. If you file your return quarterly, you could be 

waiting up to four months to get your money back. But, by making 

us your fiscal representative, you pay only when your goods  

are actually sold to your customers. And here’s another big  

benefit of this deferral scheme: once import VAT is declared on  

your return, it can be deducted immediately. In effect, and  

with Broekman help,the whole matter of dealing with VAT  

becomes a mere paper exercise.

Vat and tHe eu: tHe casH-flow 

disadVantages for non-eu companies 

Any non-EU company can register with the tax authorities in any EU 

country, including in the Netherlands. Having a VAT number allows 

you to sell goods to individuals or businesses in the EU. However, 

merely having a number does not give you the right to use the EU’s 

VAT transit rule: zero-rating the supply of goods across the borders 

of EU Member States. You would still have to pay customs duties 

and VAT as soon as your goods enter the EU and wait up to four 

months to reclaim the VAT. And that in turn can have a negative 

impact on your cash flow. 

Scan with layar-app  
to see our videoFiSCal repreSenTaTion
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Global reach with a personal touch



To learn more about us or about fiscal representation,  

or to discuss your specific requirements, please contact us. 

We’re ready to help. 

fiscal representation in tHe netHerlands

There are two types of fiscal representation in the Netherlands:  

general and limited. Only companies resident in the Netherlands 

for tax purposes can serve as fiscal representatives with a general 

or limited licence. A general representative handles all VAT-related 

transactions in the Netherlands for foreign companies, including  

storage after import, subsequent trade between companies in  

different Member States, and export shipments. A limited fiscal  

representative can handle only the import and subsequent delivery  

of goods. Proceed Logistics has a general licence, but can  

also act as a limited representative.

a company built on logistics expertise

Broekman Logistics offers tailor-made logistics solutions to  

producers of high-value and/or hazardous products. Established  

in 1960 in Rotterdam, where it is still headquartered, the group has 

expanded by building on the reliability, flexibility and logistics  

expertise for which it is well known. Its wholly owned subsidiary, 

Proceed Logistics, provides specialist services in customs formalities 

and fiscal representation. With Broekman, you’re in good hands.

wHat we can do as your general  

fiscal representatiVe

 Register your business with the local tax office

 Check to ensure you are fully compliant with all the relevant regu-

lations

 Prepare and submit VAT returns and EU sales lists

 Process your VAT payments

 Ensure that the right VAT rate is applied

 Check the validity of your customers’ VAT numbers

 Maintain accounting records to national standards

 Create and maintain audit trails for acquisitions/imports,  

 storage, and supplies/exports

 Keep your records readily available for tax inspections

 Ensure your bank guarantee is at a sufficient level

Broekman logistics

Waalhaven Zuidzijde 21 [Port number 2235]

3089 JH Rotterdam, The Netherlands
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How may we Help you?
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wHat is fiscal representation  

and How can it Help you?

A fiscal representative is a tax-registered company that acts as 

your company’s local representative. Having a representative 

gives you the same VAT rights as those enjoyed by EU companies. 

That means, among other things, that you pay VAT on imported 

goods only when those goods either reach their final destination 

in the EU or are exported out of it. 

As your fiscal representative, Broekman can:

 Ensure your company is fully compliant with national VAT laws

 Manage your national VAT filing obligations and tax audits

 Handle your VAT returns and refund claims

 Produce the statistics on your cross-border trade  

 (intra-Community statistics)

 Help ensure your VAT payments are paid on time

 Handle all your VAT queries and communicate with  

 the tax authorities on your behalf

giVing you peace of mind  

and boosting your efficiency

Appointing a fiscal representative is an attractive option for 

foreign companies doing business in Europe. You gain a single 

point of contact for all your customs and VAT transactions, and 

you lose the risks of being non-compliant and of missing out on 

cash-friendly schemes such as the deferred-payment option for 

VAT (see above). That can help reduce your costs, increase your 

cash flow, and enhance your reputation with the customs  

and tax authorities. 


